No God, No Life
Know God, Know Life

Life

Resurrection of Lazarus		John 11

Bible story
	Lazarus is a good friend of Jesus, and Lazarus is sick.  Now what do you do if your friend is sick?  What do you do if your friend is sick and you’re a doctor?  What do you do if your friend is sick and you are Jesus?
	But for Jesus to return to Bethany, a suburb of Jerusalem, it meant that his life would be over.  The last time he had left the area was because the leaders were tying to kill him.
	So now, what do you do when your friend is sick, you can heal him, but if you go there, you’ll get killed in the process?
	Jesus decided to stay where he was for two more days.  He actually does this to build the faith of his disciples.  It’s going to turn out to demonstrate his power for life rather than for death.
	Yes, Lazarus died.  Appropriately, Mary and Martha go into the grieving process.  Their hope in a miracle healing from Jesus has passed.  There is no more hope.  Will Mary and Martha trust Jesus or remain in their grief?
	Amazingly, both Mary and Martha testify to their unwavering faith in Jesus by still believing that if Jesus would have made it, the sickness couldn’t have killed their brother (see John 11;21 and 32).  But Jesus didn’t make it before Lazarus died.  The only hope they have, and they do have it, is that Lazarus will be resurrected at the end of the world (see John 11:23-24).
	Yes, there will be an incredible resurrection at the end of the world.  But as a demonstration of the power that makes that possible, Jesus revealed the source of that life.  He said, “I am the resurrection and the life.  Those who believe in me, even though they die like everyone else, will live again.  They are given eternal life for believing in me and will never perish.”  John 11:25-26 NLT.  And then he asked Martha, “Do you believe this?” 

Example from current life:
I had some chest pains.  Based on my circumstances, I couldn’t help but wonder if I was having a heart attack.  That’s a very scary feeling, let me assure you!  It’s easy to get paralyzed in fear or even in despair when fear or grief grip you.  But I guess it didn’t scare me enough to do anything about it. . . until I woke up one night and had those same chest pains again.  That did it for me!  I went to the hospital and asked for some help.  It’s when you face death that you really look for life!

Application
Have you ever faced death?  Have you ever started to live. . . I mean really live?  We came into this world without being asked.  For many, it’s simply a matter of existing rather than really living.  But that’s because the source of original life continues to be the source for really living.  If there is no God, there is no life.  When you know God, you actually get a life!
Do you want to live—really live?  And do so forever?  Then place your focus on knowing God and you will know what true living is. 


No God, No Peace
Know God, Know Peace

Peace

Jesus calms the storm      Matthew 8:23-27

Bible story
It was still early in the ministry of Jesus.  His disciples had heard the famous “Sermon on the Mount.”  Jesus had healed someone with leprosy right before their eyes!  He had healed a Roman centurion’s servant from a distance, without even seeing him.  He had cast demons out of people.  The disciples were hanging with a truly remarkable person.
Not surprisingly, a growing number of people had started hanging with Jesus.  And who knows how large the group might have become, except Jesus decided to get in a boat and leave them all behind.  One of the important religious teachers even offered to leave everything and to go with Jesus (and the disciples).  But Jesus basically brushed him off and said, “It’s not necessarily going to be comfortable ahead.”  Another follower asked for more time before making the kind of commitment Jesus asked for.  Evidently “knowing God” involves some sacrifice and trust, something more than just keeping things going the way they’ve been.  Would it be the same for the rest of the disciples?  Would it be the same for you?
Jesus got into the boat with the disciples, the seasoned sea-farers, and he fell asleep.  This was one of those “Out-to-get-Jesus” storms that keep popping up on the Sea of Galilee during Christ’s journeys there.  But Jesus was asleep!  According to the story in the Bible, the storm was so bad that the boat was taking on water—the waves were sinking the boat.  And where was the great miracle worker—the story-teller—the one who cast out demons?  Asleep!  Has it happened to you?  You were going down and there was no sign of God at all?  Where is the Jesus that you’ve heard all these stories about for years?  He seems to be asleep!
In a panic, the disciples awaken Jesus and shout, “Lord, save us!  We’re going to drown!”
What will be the response of Jesus?  Will he say, “No” or “Catch me next time” or “I’m going to take care of myself before I worry about you”?
No.  He has two responses:
1.	He asks, “Why are you afraid?  You don’t trust me, do you?”
	2.	He rebukes the wind and waves and suddenly everything is calm.
	It’s no wonder that the disciples gasp, “Who is this guy?”


Example from current life:
Desmond Doss is a hero from a different century.  He fought in World War II.  He knew firsthand what it was like to be in a storm.  He knew if from heated arguments within the ranks as well as the actual firefighting against the enemy.  He found that when he was in a storm zone, the secret for him was to pray and cry out to his Lord.  That gave him the peace that was needed during the storm, no matter what it was. 

Application
If you’re living on this planet, then you face storms.  It might be in your family.  It could be with friends.  Maybe it’s a teacher, or somebody or something at work.  Are you about to go down?  Do you even think to cry out to God?  Are you able to sleep in the midst of the storm?
You won’t avoid every storm.  In fact, it’s pretty much a guarantee that you will face storms.  So the secret to peace is not avoiding storms, but to have a peace that only God can give, so you can actually have peace “in the midst of the storm.”
Years ago young people used to sing a simple song with a message that’s good for youth for all time.  It’s called “Anywhere with Jesus I Can Safely Go.”  Please join me in singing it now. 



No God, No Hope
Know God, Know Hope

Hope

The Death of Lazarus		John 11

Bible story
	Lazarus is very sick.  Jesus got notified by a messenger sent my Mary and Martha who HOPED that Jesus would come and heal their brother.
	But Jesus seemed to deliberately ignore the urgency of the situation and he stayed away for two more days.  The result is what you would expect—Lazarus died and was buried; Mary and Martha begin their grieving.
	(before resolving this story, go to a current example)

Example from current life:
Share a personal experience where it felt like Jesus “showed up” too late to take care of the situation.  You may have placed your HOPES and EXPECTATIONS of God doing a certain thing, but He seemed to do nothing.  The result was a crisis, with dashed HOPES and disappointment from unfulfilled EXPECTATIONS.
	(return to the Bible story)

Bible story
	Jesus had a bigger plan in mind—something beyond the HOPES Mary and Martha could imagine.  Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead so that it would help others place their trust in Him.  Instead of placing our HOPE in expectations about what Jesus might do for us, the story of Lazarus reveals that the key is to place our HOPE in Jesus himself.

Return to story from current life
	Share how God resolved your loss or crisis.  Tell how you believe God had a larger plan in mind for you or how He is using your experience, as difficult as it was, to be an example of clinging to God in every experience of life.

Application
Our hope is found in Jesus, not merely in what we think He should do.  He is God.  He knows what is best.
Is your hope in Jesus himself?  Do you know Him well enough to have this hope?  What stories about Jesus give you hope from Bible times?  What stories have happened in your lifetime that give you hope because of Jesus? 



No God, No Joy
Know God, Know Joy

Joy

The healing of the deaf and mute man      Mark 7:31-37

Bible story
Man who was deaf and could hardly talk.  Imagine what that was like!  Never to be able to hear one single sound!  Silence all your life! (Give some examples)
The Bible tells us that the man had some people who brought him to Jesus.  Who were the people?  His family, his friends?  Whoever they were, they had some really good thinking – take him to Jesus.  Why…Jesus can heal him!  I wonder if they explained to the man what they were doing or if they kept it a secret, so maybe he wouldn’t be disappointed.  I don’t know.  Someone in this group of friends must have had a level of trust that Jesus would do something with this man.  They begged Jesus to place his hand on him.  Have you ever begged somebody for something?
Jesus took the man aside and, away from the crowd and put his fingers in his ears!  Picture that with me for a second, Jesus put his fingers in the man’s ears – yak!! I have pulled somebody’s ear, I don’t think I have ever stuck my finger in somebody’s ear neither do I ever want to!  Then He spit and touched the man’s tongue!  It is even getting worse – I am sure he touched the man’s tongue without a rubber glove…He looked up to heaven and with a deep sigh said to the man “be opened”.  At this the man’s ears were opened, his to tongue was loosened and he began to speak plainly – WOW!
The next thing Jesus says is really strange.  He said to the man and his friends not to tell!  Can you believe that!  Don’t tell!  But they just had to, they were experiencing incredible joy and couldn’t keep quiet about it!  They told more and more people.

Example from current life
A guy I know grew up in an Adventist family and had been a pretty decent guy.  But during his teen years, a bunch of his friends got swept away by a spiritual revival.  They didn’t hit the road or anything like that.  But they did share their new-found joy with others in their families and with the other students at school.  But this guy, who hadn’t actually given his heart to God for himself, felt the time for his decision had come.  He certainly didn’t have “the joy of the Lord” in his life at all.  He saw that before him was a fork in the road.  Either he could choose God and all that came with that, or he could choose against God and do his own thing.  When he chose God he experienced peace, but then JOY came zipping through his life and he had to let it out.  It was indeed like the song “I’ve Got a River of Life Flowing Out of Me”!

Application
God might not have healed you from being deaf or mute or something equally incredible, so you might not have that kind of joy.  But you might have an experience in which you did something you really thought you couldn’t do or couldn’t accomplish and you did and you succeeded!  Are you going to keep quiet about it or will you tell?  Or maybe finally you have met this awesome, just incredible person, are you going to hide that or will you show him/her off to everybody you know?  When you have joy, it spills out, you cannot keep quiet, you have to share!
If you are someone who has been given the gift of joy, I invited you to express it.  One of the ways is simply to say, “Hallelujah!”  If you’ve been given the gift of joy from God, I invite you to say it right now. . . “Hallelujah!”  If you’re the type that can express this joy without being intimidated by others, then I invite you to jump to your feet on the count of three and shout, “Hallelujah.”  Are you ready?  1…2…3…”Hallelujah!!!” 
 

No God, No Love
Know God, Know Love

Love

“The Way to a Man’s Heart”

Jesus feeds the 5,000			Luke 9:10-17

Example from current life:
There I was, there it was. . . my plate of Thai noodles.  I was hungry for them; they were ready for me to eat.  Oh yeah!  The way to a man’s heart is through his stomach, and my heart was wantin’ some Thai food lovin’.
 	But wait a minute.  My plate was snatched up and away from me to be part of the collective Thai food “sharing the taste” lineup that was to go around the table, and I was handed a plate of Thai fried rice to taste.  Would the beautiful Thai noodles return unto me?!  Where is the love?

Bible story
I began to drift.  My mind wandered back to another time and another place. . . There they were—Jesus and The 12, surrounded by over 5,000 hungry men, women and children.  There were no Taco Bells, Olive Gardens, or brown baggin’ your lunches back then.  And everyone was hungry!
There is was—my five loaves of break and my two choice fish.  These were my ticket to a happy stomach, especially since I skipped out on my lentil pot stew breakfast.  And I had caught these fish myself. . . only to watch them be snatched up and away from me to be part of the collective loaves and fishes sharing line of over 5,000 people.  Would I ever taste those choice fish or loaves dipped in olive oil?  Where’s the love?
It was absolutely amazing!  Jesus took the loaves and the two choice fish, blessed them and then gave them to the 12 to pass out to all of us in our groups of 50.  I ate until my heart was content and my stomach was full.  I was feelin’ the love.  There was so much love in sharing that food that 12 baskets were left over!  Jesus really provided for all of our needs.  That’s love!

Return to current life story
	If only there would be 12 baskets of my Thai noodles!  I was handed a bowl of yellow curry, then a bowl of green curry, then steamed rice, then mixed vegetables, peanut sauce, someone else’s noodles—there was quite a collage of tasty treats amassing on my place, coming to a climactic conclusion, with my Thai noodles returning unto me—flat, wide rice noodles with sweet black bean sauce, broccoli, egg, delicious mock duck. . . Oh yeah, now that’s love!
	Everybody shared their best dishes around the dinner table—from various curries over rice to my Thai noodles.  We gave of our food so all would be satisfied and full.  Just like Jesus provided a miracle of meeting people’s needs when He fed all of them with choice fish and bread.  We shared because we loved each other.  Jesus shared because He loved them and wanted to meet their needs.  Jesus still wants to provide for peoples’ needs, our needs—my needs and your needs—because He loves us.  

Application
Jesus still wants to provide for peoples’ needs, our needs—my needs and your needs—because He loves us.
	When we know this, we have the assurance that we can share of ourselves and have our needs met by Jesus.  Now that’s love!
	So when you know God, you know love.  And you can share His love with others.
	Who will you share God’s love with?  I invite you to share Jesus’ love whenever you can, with anybody you can!
	Oh yeah!  Now that’s some good Jesus lovin’.


