Connecting 2009 
Power Week Theme:  Lost & Found
Monday’s Topic:  Chasing Success

Key Thought
Surrounded by the world, it’s easy to get caught up in being just like the world.  God’s original design is different, and the marks of being part of his kingdom are also different.  In your drive for success, are you looking at success from God’s perspective or from the world’s perspective?  And what will you be like if/when you achieve success?  How much will it cost you and how long will it take?  What happens it you don’t make it?

Bible Texts/Stories
	1 Samuel 8:1-21 – the Israelites want a king so they can be just like the other nations.  God warns against it, but the people stubbornly hold to wanting to be like the other nations (see verse 20).  See also 1 John 2:15-17.

My Story
	(Share a story from your own experience that illustrates the Bible texts/stories above)
	As a young teenager, I had often been in conflict with my sister who was a grade ahead of me.  We often competed against each other and just fought and quarreled all the time.  But as an academy freshman (she was a sophomore), I had to fix my own sack lunch for school each day.  On her own initiative, my sister voluntarily began to fix gigantic lunches for me.  I was totally blown away, and wonderfully fed.  My heart was changed towards my sister simply by her act of service on a daily basis.

Decision to be Made
Can I identify the various acts of service that God does for me?  What acts of service will I pass along to others to communicate my love and/or God’s love for them?



Connecting 2009 
Power Week Theme:  Lost & Found
Monday’s Topic:  Chasing Success

Key Thought
Surrounded by the world, it’s easy to get caught up in being just like the world.  God’s original design is different, and the marks of being part of his kingdom are also different.  In your drive for success, are you looking at success from God’s perspective or from the world’s perspective?  And what will you be like if/when you achieve success?  How much will it cost you and how long will it take?  What happens it you don’t make it?

Bible Texts/Stories
	Luke 18:18-30 – the story of the rich, young ruler.  See also Philippians 3:3-11 (especially verse 8).

My Story
	(Share a story from your own experience that illustrates the Bible texts/stories above)
	In academy, I was a good enough athlete in a small enough league that I was actually pretty good!  Secretly I wondered if I was good enough to play at a big-name college and then even become a professional athlete.  I knew that many of the athletes I admired were certainly on a different track than being connected to God, but I rationalized that I would be different.  I wondered how many things of God I would have to give up in order to pursue the possibility of becoming a professional athlete.  Perhaps fortunately for me, I never got good enough to seriously go down that path.

Decision to be Made
Surrounded by the world’s pull to be successful with what it values, a follower of Christ must choose whose standard of success to pursue.  If you chase the success of the world, you will conform to the ways of the world.  If you chase the success of God, you will be accepted by God but may be spurned or ridiculed by those around you.


Connecting 2009
Power Week Theme:  Lost & Found
Tuesday’s Topic:  Busyness/Hyperactivity

Key Thought
Perhaps the greatest thing that prevents people having a consistent connection with God today is busyness.  Like having many multiple gods, there isn’t time for God when we’re too busy to worship Him or pause to listen to Him.

Bible Texts/Stories
	Exodus 5:1-21 – after Moses and Aaron tell Pharaoh to let the Israelites go to worship God in the desert, Pharaoh demands that the slaves maintain their daily quota of bricks made but must also gather their own straw for the bricks.  When they can’t keep up, Pharaoh blames them for being lazy since they want time to go worship their God.  The Israelites end up being beaten by their slave masters.  So they turn on Moses and Aaron for getting them into this fix.

My Story
	(Share a story from your own experience that illustrates the Bible texts/stories above)
	Wanting to experience everything, I’ve had a broad experience, but not a very deep one.  I’ve been involved in sports, academics, religious activities, student leadership, music, and even public speaking.  I’m very, very busy.  In fact, I have been so busy that I often sleep in on Sabbaths so I can catch up on rest, and I rarely have time for personal devotions.  I’m a Christian.  In fact, I’m a Christian leader.  I just don’t have time for God!  Worship sometimes isn’t the least bit entertaining.  I can’t slow down enough for it.  And daily devotions—get real!  Who has that kind of time?  If God really wanted us to spend time with Him, he should have put more hours in the day!

Decision to be Made
Instead of adding God to your long list of things “to do” will you put God at the top of your list and actually start with Him each day?  When you do, you won’t finish everything else, but you aren’t finishing them now anyway!


Connecting 2009
Power Week Theme:  Lost & Found
Wednesday’s Topic:  Virtual World


Key Thought
We have entered a world of many virtual realities, leaving us wondering what is real and what isn’t?  God’s realities—are they real or virtual?  You must use your five senses, and then some, to perceive God’s world!

Bible Texts/Stories
	Judges 6:1 – 7:22 – the story of Gideon.  God’s people were following Baal instead of Yahweh.  Baal was the god of the Canaanites.  Moses had warned the people to destroy the Canaanite worship sites (see Judges 6:8-10 and Exodus 34:12-14) otherwise they might start worshipping these false (virtual) gods.  The Israelites worshiped Baal, and then blamed Yahweh for being oppressed by the Midianites (see Judges 6:13).  Gideon wrestled with many realities and virtual realities (Judges 6:20-21; 30, 36-40; Judges 7:13-15, 21-22).  See also 1 Timothy 6:17-19

My Story
	(Share a story from your own experience that illustrates the Bible texts/stories above)
	Although I grew up in a devout Christian family, God didn’t seem real to me.  I thought He was real to my parents, but I was living in a different reality.  It wasn’t until some of my friends experienced a highly emotional conversion experience that I started to see that what had seemed virtual to me was actually real.  And after several weeks of my friends’ prayers for my conversion, I finally accepted Jesus into my life.  Was that real or virtual?  It has shaped my life ever since.

Decision to be Made
If I live in a virtual world, I’m not really living.  Which world will I choose?  On a related topic, if I ignore the realities of God, I must take in realities with my five senses, and then some!  Will I limit myself to those five senses or incorporate God’s realities that seem only virtual to some?


Connecting 2009
Power Week Theme:  Lost & Found
Thursday’s Topic:  Fear


Key Thought
Fear is real, and is often based on reasonable causes.  The antidote to fear isn’t courage, but faith that God will provide for you.  By trusting God you receive courage, and it’s based on the supernatural!

Bible Texts/Stories
	Exodus 14:5 – 15:21 – the Israelites’ experience at the Red Sea.  When Pharaoh and his army closed in on the people, they cried out in fear!  (see Exodus 14:10-12).  Although they expected execution, they experienced a miraculous deliverance and watched every single one of the soldiers destroyed.  Their response was to praise God with music and dancing.

My Story
	(Share a story from your own experience that illustrates the Bible texts/stories above)
	During my first year at an Adventist college, my parents had to declare bankruptcy.  I got called into the school finance office because I quickly fell way behind in paying for my education.  It soon became clear that I would have to drop out of school and try to get a job and that an Adventist college experience wasn’t possible for me.  I saw no way for it to be possible.  I didn’t qualify for financial assistance due to previous parental income, and loans weren’t being given to freshmen.  I turned to God, perhaps because there was nowhere else to turn.  A special scholarship fund at the college had been set up for people who were in my unique predicament.  I stayed in college.

Decision to be Made
When I am afraid, will I turn to God and cry out in fear, and then trust Him?  When God delivers me, will I respond with praise?



Connecting 2009
Power Week Theme:  Lost & Found
Friday’s Topic:  Alone/Loneliness


Key Thought
Being alone is more of an internal than an external condition.  While some try to surround themselves with people and/or activity, Jesus offers himself and promises to never leave us (Deut. 31:6,8 and quoted in Hebrews 13:5; see also Matthew 28:20).

Bible Texts/Stories
	John 4:1-41 – story of Jesus and the “woman at the well.”  We are never given the name of this “no-name” woman.  Divorced, and divorced again, and again, and again, and again.  Now she just lives with a man without being married (see John 4:18).  The time to draw water from the well is the morning and the evening.  She goes at noon.  She is truly alone.  Except that Jesus intercepts and draws her to Him and then she leads the entire village to Jesus.

My Story
	(Share a story from your own experience that illustrates this Bible texts/stories above)
	I had a steady girlfriend during my teen years.  Without being conscious of it at the time, I relied on that to not be alone during socially awkward moment.  Dating situations were covered automatically.  Annual partnering events like Christmas banquets or Valentine’s Day gatherings never proved to be a problem, until one year my steady girlfriend and I were “broken up” during a major annual event.  I scrambled to try to find out what to do.  This must be the frantic feeling of being alone and everyone knowing it, including myself.

Decision to be Made
Without denying loneliness and possibly being alone, will you attach yourself to Jesus and make your friendship with Him your primary relationship—whether you’re in a group or by yourself?

