Connecting
How to Present a Worship Talk

A brief worship talk outline
“You are Here”
Starting Point

Key thought:  There is a need to take an inventory of where you are, especially in relationship to where you want to go.

Question: How can you measure where you are?  What are the landmarks or signs?

Scripture References:
	Matthew 23:25-28 – clean the outside of the cup as well as the inside; don’t just look good externally; do the inside check up
	James 1:22-25 – When you look in the mirror, you need to do something about how you look; don’t just walk away and do nothing.
	Luke 12:54-56 – you can read the weather signs; why can’t you read the signs of the current situation?

Your Story:





Decision to act upon: take an inventory of where you are so you can move towards the center




Connecting
How to Present a Worship Talk

A brief worship talk outline
“You are Here”
Centered

Key thought: The center matters, so head towards the center

Question:  Can I stay put or do I need to move towards the center?

Scripture References:
	Philippians 3:7-10 – Everything else is garbage compared to knowing Jesus
	Matthew 22:36-40 – the two great commandments: love God and love others like yourself
	Matthew 7:12 – the golden rule

Your Story:





Decision to act upon: Affirm that the center is the place to head towards


A brief worship talk outline
“You are Here”
Direction

Key thought: Movement doesn’t count as much as direction.  
Which direction are you heading?

Question: Are you moving towards the center, going in circles, or moving away from the Center?  What’s going on with you?

Scripture References:
	Matthew 7:17-20 – By their fruits you will know them; check out your fruit!
	Psalm 95:6-11 – Worship God; don’t harden your hearts
	Galatians 6:7-10 – You reap what you sow

Your Story:





Decision to act upon: Move towards God (the center)  




A brief worship talk outline
“You are Here”
Help

Key thought: It’s okay to ask for help along the way

Question: Are you on your own?  If others can help, what kind of help is it?

Scripture References:
	1 Thessalonians 5:11 – Encourage and build each other up
	1 Corinthians 12:7 – gifts are given for the common good
	Colossians 3:12-14 – bear with each other, forgive each other, and cover everything with love

Your Story:





Decision to act upon: Ask for help along the way; offer help to others along the way  




A brief worship talk outline
“You are Here”
Lost and Found

Key thought: Getting lost happens and necessitates some help in getting found

Question: Are you lost?  Are you looking for the map?  Have you been found?

Scripture References:
	Luke 15 – lost sheep; lost coin; lost son
	Matthew 11:28-30 – Come to Jesus for rest
	Colossians 1:21-24 – At one time you were alienated from God; but now you’ve been reconciled

Your Story:





Decision to act upon: Acknowledge your lostness; accept his finding   



A brief worship talk outline
“You are Here”
Maximum Thrill

Key thought: The center has “the ride of your life.”  It’s definitely worth it!

Question: Have you reached the center yet?  What has been the joy in your Christian walk?

Scripture References:
	Isaiah 40:31 – Those who wait upon the Lord will renew their strength. . .
	Psalm 34:8 – taste and see that the Lord is good
	Romans 5:1-5 – when we get on board, we experience peace, access to God, joy, hope, and character

Your Story:





Decision to act upon: Get to the center and get on the ultimate ride!  


A brief worship talk outline
“You are Here”
Move It

Key thought: You can get stuck 

Question: Are you moving or are you stuck (on a plateau)?

Scripture References:
	Revelation 3:15-17 – Laodicea is content to stay “as is” even though it is blind, miserable, poor and naked

Your Story:





Decision to act upon: Become hot or cold—anything but lukewarm




A brief worship talk outline
“You are Here”
The Unique Center

Key thought:  You don’t have to be like everyone else to get to the center of the park

Question: Are you trying to fit in to the point that you aren’t who God made you to be?  Will you go to the center of the park just as you are?

Scripture References:
	Romans 12:4-8 – we are like a body with different parts coming together to form this body; we belong to each other; we’ve each been given a unique gift or set of gifts
	1 Corinthians 12:4-6 – different kinds of gifts and/or services all come from one God

Your Story:





Decision to act upon: Accept who God has made you to be, letting go of the natural selfishness we’re born with and the drift to conform to what’s around you.
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